STUDY A THEME IN GENESIS
COVENANTS
JESUS AND THE NEW COVENANT
The background to Jesus’ words, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood …” Luke 22:20, is the teaching about the covenant in the Old Testament.

UNCONDITIONAL COVENANT MADE WITH NOAH
Genesis 9:8–17
The covenant was made with “righteous” Noah and his descendants and with every living creature on earth.

Sign of this covenant: rainbow in the storm cloud 9:13
COVENANT MADE WITH ABRAHAM
1. Genesis 12:1–3
God initiated this covenant with Abraham promising land, descendants, and a blessing.

2. Genesis 13:14–17
After Lot separated from Abraham, God again promised land to Abraham and his descendants.

COVENANT MADE WITH ABRAHAM CONTINUED
1. Genesis 15:1–21
The covenant was ratified when God passed between the sacrificial animals with a smoking firepot and a blazing torch.

2. Genesis 17:1–27
When Abram was 99, God renewed his covenant: changing Abram’s name to Abraham (father of a multitude), and initiating circumcision as the sign of the covenant.

The covenant “sign” was a visible seal and reminder of the commitments to the covenant made by God and Abraham.

3. Genesis 22:15–18
God confirms the covenant and emphasizes Abraham’s obedience. The covenant made with Abraham was conditional – because it required obedience.
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	Other covenants in the Old Testament

	1. Covenant at Sinai
	(See Exodus 19–24) 

	Conditional promise to be Israel’s God; Israel to live by his laws. 

	2. Covenant with Phineas 
	(See Numbers 25:10–31) 

	Unconditional promise to give the family of Phineas a priesthood forever.

	3. Covenant with David
	(See 2 Samuel 7:5–16) 

	Unconditional promise to give Israel a king like David.


A KEY VERSE
The new covenant
“ ‘The time is coming,’ declares the Lord, ‘when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah.’ ” Jeremiah 31:31
Jeremiah 31:31–34 is the longest sequence of Old Testament verses to be quoted in their entirety in the New Testament. See Hebrews 8:8–12.
TESTING THE COVENANT
READ FROM GENESIS
18:1–25:18

READING THROUGH 18:1–25:18 
What to look for
	

	Testing the covenant
	18:1–20:18

	Sarah’s faith is tested
	18:1–15

	Abraham’s faith is tested
	18:16–33

	Sodom and Gomorrah are destroyed
	19:1–29

	Lot’s sin
	19:30–38

	Abimelech is tested
	20:1–18

	
	

	Consummation of the covenant
	21:1–25:18

	Isaac’s birth
	21:1–34

	Offering Isaac
	22:1–24

	Death of Sarah
	23:1–20

	Isaac’s marriage
	24:1–67

	Death of Abraham
	25:1–18


Ask a Question
As you read each chapter, ask this question of the passage:

What does it teach about God?

What does chapter 18 Teach About God? 
Nothing is too hard for God.

“Is anything too hard for the Lord?” the Lord asked Abraham. 18:14
What does chapter 19 Teach About God? 
God does not tolerate flagrant sin.

“[The Lord] overthrew those 

cities [Sodom and Gomorrah].” 19:25
What does chapter 20 Teach About God? 
God is a God of healing.

“God healed Abimelech.” 20:17
What does chapter 21 Teach About God? 
God keeps his promises.

“The Lord did for Sarah what he had promised.” 21:1
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God tests us, in order to increase our faith.

“God tested Abraham.” 22:1
What does chapter 23 Teach About God?
God blesses the continuing faith of Abraham. Abraham’s purchase of the land was an act of faith showing his determination that his family

stay in the land.

“Abraham buried his wife Sarah in the care in the field of Machpelah.” 23:19
What does chapter 24 Teach About God? 
God guides us in answer to prayer.

“Before I finished praying in my heart, Rebekah came out.” 24:45
What does chapter 25 Teach About God?
God blesses his followers.

“After Abraham’s death, God blessed his son Isaac.” 25:11
MINI BIBLE STUDY
Note how God often used dreams to reveal his will. 

Genesis 28:12; 31:10–11; 37:5–9; 40:5; 41:1.

TYPES OF CHRIST IN GENESIS
The ram as a type of Jesus
Abraham said to Isaac: 

“God himself will provide the lamb …” 22:8
Just as Abraham drew his knife to kill his son Isaac for a sacrifice God provided.

“Abraham looked up and there 

in a thicket he saw a ram caught 

by its horns. He went over and 

took the ram and sacrificed it as 

a burnt offering instead of his 

son.” 22:13
The ram was sacrificed in the place of Isaac.

Jesus was sacrificed in our place.

“We have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of 

Jesus Christ once for all.” Hebrews 10:10
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